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THE	
  UNIVERSITY	
  OF	
  VICTORIA	
  
DEPARTMENT	
  OF	
  GEOGRAPHY	
  

Course	
  Outline	
  -­‐	
  Fall	
  2015	
  GEOG	
  388	
  	
  

	
  
Regional	
  Geography:	
  SOUTH	
  AMERICA	
  

	
  
INSTRUCTOR:	
   Dr.	
  Jutta	
  Gutberlet	
   	
  
Office:	
   SS&M	
  B312	
  
Phone:	
   	
   472	
  4537,	
  	
  
E-­‐mail:	
  	
   	
  	
   gutber@uvic.ca	
  
	
  
LECTURES:	
  	
  
When:	
  Wednesday	
  and	
  Thursday	
  3:30	
  PM	
  to	
  4:50	
  PM	
  
Where:	
  Cornett	
  Building	
  B129	
   	
  
Office	
  Hours:	
  WTh:	
  5:00	
  PM	
  to	
  6:00	
  PM	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
  
	
  
COURSE	
  OBJECTIVES	
  
	
  
This	
  course	
  studies	
  the	
  physical	
  and	
  human	
  characteristics	
  of	
  South	
  America,	
  with	
  specific	
  
focus	
   on	
   the	
   Southern	
   Cone	
   countries	
   (Argentina,	
   Brazil,	
   Chile,	
   Paraguay,	
   Uruguay).	
   The	
  
course	
  will	
  provide	
  regional	
  insights	
  about	
  history,	
  culture,	
  economy,	
  physical	
  environment	
  
and	
  resource	
  basis.	
  The	
  focus	
  will	
  be	
  on	
  specific	
  topics	
  within	
  the	
  recent	
  and	
  contemporary	
  
development	
   context	
   of	
   this	
   sub-­‐region.	
  Topics	
   include:	
   cultural	
   diversity,	
   demographics,	
  
urban	
  growth	
  and	
  urbanization,	
  migration,	
  gender	
  differences,	
  resource	
  management	
  and	
  
environmental	
   issues.	
   Good	
   governance	
   experiences,	
   economic	
   development	
   strategies,	
  
social	
  development	
  concerns	
  or	
  sustainable	
  development.	
  Examples	
  will	
  be	
  analysed	
  and	
  
discussed.	
   The	
   students	
   will	
   be	
   actively	
   engaged	
   in	
   research,	
   debates,	
   case	
   study	
  
presentations	
  and	
  role-­‐playing.	
  The	
  course	
  is	
  problem-­‐based	
  and	
  will	
  explore	
  possibilities	
  
for	
  experiential	
  learning.	
  The	
  specific	
  course	
  objectives	
  are	
  to:	
  
	
  
•	
   Introduce	
  key	
  characteristics	
  of	
  the	
  regional	
  geography	
  of	
  this	
  sub-­‐region;	
  
•	
   Expand	
   the	
   student’s	
   knowledge	
   on	
   specific	
   social,	
   cultural,	
   economic	
   and	
  

environmental	
  country	
  specific	
  knowledge;	
  	
  
• Stimulate	
  critical	
  thinking	
  and	
  skills	
  to	
  analysis	
  and	
  solve	
  problems;	
  
• Provide	
   opportunities	
   for	
   examining	
   and	
   interpreting	
   a	
   broad	
   range	
   of	
   current	
  

development	
  issues	
  through	
  geographical	
  analysis;	
  
•	
   Enhance	
  report	
  preparation	
  and	
  writing	
  skills;	
  
•	
   Improve	
  the	
  student’s	
  debating	
  and	
  presentation	
  skills.	
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COURSE	
  TEXT	
  
Kent,	
  R.	
  B.	
  (2006).	
  Latin	
  America.	
  Regions	
  and	
  People.	
  New	
  York:	
  Guilford	
  Press1.	
  	
  
	
  
Additional	
  required	
  readings	
  	
  

Bebbington,	
  A.,	
  Bury,	
  J.,	
  Humphreys-­‐Bebbington,	
  D.,	
  Lingan,	
  J.,	
  Munoz,	
  J.P.	
  and	
  M.	
  Scurrah.	
  
2008.	
  Mining	
  and	
  social	
  movements:	
  struggles	
  over	
  livelihood	
  and	
  rural	
  territorial	
  
development	
  in	
  the	
  Andes.	
  World	
  Development	
  36,	
  (12):	
  2888–2905.	
  

Caruana,	
  M.	
  &	
  Srnec,	
  C.	
  (2013).	
  Public	
  policies	
  addressed	
  to	
  the	
  social	
  and	
  solidarity	
  
economy	
  in	
  South	
  America.	
  Toward	
  a	
  new	
  model?	
  Voluntas.	
  24,	
  pp.	
  713–732.	
  DOI	
  
10.1007/s11266-­‐012-­‐9276-­‐y.	
  

Durand,	
  J.	
  and	
  D.S.	
  Massey.	
  2010.	
  New	
  World	
  Orders:	
  Continuities	
  and	
  changes	
  in	
  Latin	
  
American	
  migration.	
  The	
  ANNALS	
  of	
  the	
  American	
  Academy	
  of	
  Political	
  and	
  Social	
  Science,	
  
630(1),	
  20-­‐53.	
  

Keeling,	
  D.	
  J.	
  2004.	
  Latin	
  American	
  development	
  and	
  the	
  globalization	
  Imperative:	
  new	
  
directions,	
  familiar	
  crises.	
  Journal	
  of	
  Latin	
  American	
  Geography	
  3(1):	
  1-­‐21.	
  	
  

Sánchez,	
  R.,	
  Marchant,	
  C.	
  &	
  Borsdorf,	
  A.	
  (2012)	
  The	
  Role	
  of	
  Chilean	
  Mountain	
  Areas	
  in	
  Time	
  
of	
  Drought	
  and	
  Energy	
  Crisis:	
  New	
  Pressures	
  and	
  Challenges	
  for	
  Vulnerable	
  Ecosystems.	
  J.	
  
Mt.	
  Sci.	
  9:	
  451–462.	
  DOI:	
  10.1007/s11629-­‐012-­‐2243-­‐7.	
  

Vieta,	
  M.	
  (2014).	
  Learning	
  in	
  struggle:	
  Argentina’s	
  new	
  worker	
  cooperatives	
  as	
  
transformative	
  learning	
  organizations.	
  Industrial	
  Relations,	
  69(1),	
  pp.	
  186-­‐218.	
  DOI:	
  
10.7202/1024212ar.	
  

Vuotto,	
  M.	
  (2012).	
  Organizational	
  dynamics	
  of	
  worker	
  cooperatives	
  in	
  Argentina.	
  Service	
  
Business,	
  6(1),	
  pp.	
  85-­‐97.	
  DOI	
  10.1007/s11628-­‐011-­‐0128-­‐4.	
  

	
  
Other	
  additional	
  readings	
  and	
  video	
  documentaries	
  will	
  be	
  provided	
  during	
  the	
  course.	
  
	
  
Other	
  recommended	
  sources	
  
	
  
Gwynne,	
  R.N.	
  &	
  Kay,	
  C.	
  (2004).	
  Latin	
  America	
  transformed:	
  Globalization	
  and	
  modernity.	
  (2nd	
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COURSE	
  POLICIES	
  AND	
  STUDENT	
  RESPONSIBILITIES	
  	
  
	
  
Lectures	
  and	
  classroom	
  policies	
  	
  
	
  

• 
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MARK	
  ALLOCATION	
  
	
  

(i) Newspaper	
  review	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   10%	
   	
   	
  
(ii) Research	
  paper	
  (Proposal	
  +	
  Final	
  paper)	
   	
   40%	
  	
   	
  
(iii) Research	
  paper	
  presentation	
   	
   	
   	
   10%	
  	
  	
   	
  
(iv) 2	
  Mid	
  term	
  exams	
  	
  (15%,	
  15%)	
   	
   	
   	
   30%	
  
(v) Class	
  participation	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   10%	
  

	
   	
  
GEOGRAPHY	
  GRADING	
  SYSTEM	
  

 
A+	
   A	
   A-­‐	
   B+	
   B	
   B-­‐	
   C+	
   C	
   D	
   F	
  


